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C. Operating Department Safety Footwear  Guidelines 

Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) safety rule 71.7 requires its employees to minimize the risk of injury by 

wearing  protective footwear .   Employees must wear footwear while on duty or on company that meet 

or exceed the criteria below: 

1.0    Required Footwear , Rule 71.7 (effective Jan 1, 2017) 

UPRR requires employees to wear protective footwear for their safety.   Footwear worn while on duty or 

company property must satisfy the requirements of Rule 71.7. 

Acceptable safety footwear must meet or exceed all of the following criteria: 

 Comply with 29 CFR 1910.136 Foot Protection 

 Comply with ASTM F-2412-11 Standard Test Methods for Foot Protection 

 Comply with ASTM F-2413-11  Standard Specification for Performance Requirements for 

Protective (Safety) Toe Cap Footwear with impact resistance rating of 75 foot-pounds and 

compression resistance rating of 75 which correlates to 2500 pounds of compression. 

 Boots must lace up.  

 Oil resistant soles that provide good traction, thick enough to withstand punctures, not 

excessively worn, or have loose soles or heels. 

 Boot height is a minimum of 6 inches or more  measured from the floor to the topmost part of 

the collar when new.  At no time should the measurement from floor to any part of the collar 

be less than 4.5 inches. 

 Support material to protect the lower foot. 

 A  defined heel (‘Riding heels’ are NOT approved) as illustrated below, the back of which is at 

an approximate right angle from the sole of the shoe and from the ground when standing. The 

front of the heel must not be at an angle of less than 45 degrees from the sole of the shoe to 

the ground. Approved snow packs are acceptable.  Defined heel means a heel ½” deeper than 

the rest of the sole when new.  At no time should that measurement be less than ¼”. 

 

} ¼” to ½” high 
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Footwear  that complies with these standards  should have a label stitched in, stamped, and/or pressure 

sensitized on the inside or outside surface of the tongue, gusset, or shaft of the boot.  That label should 

contain the following information: 

 

 

 

 

Footwear meeting requirements shown above are not required in: 

 Offices , lunchrooms and similar building areas 

 Automobiles 

 Parking areas when tracks will not be fouled 

 Other areas specifically designated by the department head 

 

2.0   Safety Footwear Reimbursement Instructions 

A portion of your  safety footwear  cost  may be reimbursed subject to the following conditions:   

2.1 Guidelines 

 Each calendar year, eligible employees in active service may request partial 

reimbursement of the purchase price for one pair of safety boots .  UPRR will 

reimburse qualifying employees 50% of the  purchase price, but no more than a $75 

maximum limit.  

 Eligible employees include the agreement and non-agreement employees working 

in railroad operations the Operating (transportation, mechanical, engineering, 

premium ops) , Supply or Telecommunications departments employed  in railroad 

operational locations as described in Rule 71.7. 

 Reimbursement will be completed through your  payroll.  You must complete your 

request for reimbursement no later than 60 days  from the date of purchase.  You 

are required to retain  your receipt for  one year after you submit your request for 

reimbursement for  the purchase of the boots for audit purposes.  

2.2 Instructions 

 safety footwear  reimbursement is available online through your ‘MyUP’ Portal and must be 

submitted within 60 days of your purchase. 

Following are step-by-step instructions for completing the reimbursement 

1. Click ‘MYUP’ on the Employees Site 

2. Click ‘Safety’ located in the left navigation bar, then select ‘Safety Protection gear’ 

3. Click on the appropriate link for the acknowledgments to appear 

Compliant with the ASTM standards listed above, 2011 edition (latest) 

Can either be F I/75 C/75 or M I/75 C/75 

Lists other safety criteria that are not required by UPRR.  However, 

should be taken into consideration based on job hazard assessment: 

Mt – Metatarsal protection 
Cd – Protection against conductive hazards 
EH – Constructed with electrical insulation properties 
SD – Reduces the accumulation of excess static electricity 
PR – Puncture resistance 
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4. Read all acknowledgements carefully and click the box next to each acknowledgement 

that your purchase satisfies the requirements of Safety Rule 71.1(hyperlink next to the 

acknowledgement) and these reimbursement requirements. 

5. Type in the total purchase price for the boots. (You must keep your receipt for one year 

from date of your request for reimbursement for audit purposes). 

6. Click submit 

NOTE: You will be reimbursed via your paycheck for 50% the cost of your safety 

footwear, but no more than  $75. Example:  If your total purchase price was $120, you 

are eligible for $60 reimbursement; if your total purchase price was $180, you are 

eligible for reimbursement of $75.   Please allow up to 45 days for final processing. 


